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The SIVA Portal

• The SIVA web portal is online since 2003 (supported by the Italian Ministry of welfare)
• Stems from the experience of the SIVA assistive devices DB (first published in 1981)
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The databases
Assistive devices: detailed 
product description
Companies: AT 
manufacturers and suppliers
Centres: AT assessment and 
research centres
Ideas: simple solution to 
overcome daily living problems
Experiences: case studies 
Library: fact sheets and 
scientific documents on AT 
products
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The services
• Guide to AT
• Form for on line 

questions
• On line events
• News section
• Forum
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The users

• End users of assistive technologies
• AT professionals (physicians, physiotherapists, 

occupational therapists, etc…) 
• Manufacturers/suppliers of AT
• Local health authorities
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Different search 
method can guide the 
user in  retrieving 
information on AT in 
the different 
databases:
• Free text
• Product category
• Prescription codes
• Advanced search
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The user can
browse the assistive 
devices classification, 
select a product 
category 
insert technical details  
and retrieve information 
in the product 
databases
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Product details
AAATE Seminar 2010 – Valerio Gower – The SIVA Portal

• Picture
• Text description
• Product type
• Technical data and sizes
• Additional documents (brochure, 

manuals, video, …)
• Manufacturer/suppliers info
• Prescription codes and price 

information
• Comparison to similar product in 

Europe
• Link to other documents in the Portal
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Compare with similar product in EASTIN
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Product details
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Link to other databases in the Portal

Related “experiences”: case studies of people that have used this 
device 
Related document in the library
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• Browse the NHS eligibility list, select the codes, search for product with the 
selected code, decide on the most appropriate, compile the prescription

• Search for a product, see the prescription code, check if other products exist that 
meet the same specifications, decide on “the most appropriate”, compile the 
prescription

Support for preparing the medical prescription
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Result list printout
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The Idea DB
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The mission of the SIVA Portal
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• Represent a tool for AT professionals in their daily activities
• Improve the awareness of the importance of AT within the rehabilitation 

process 
• contribute to the empowerment of people with disabilities, by promoting 

dissemination of awareness, information and knowledge on AT
• Support physicians and their team in preparing appropriate medical 

prescription of assistive devices
• Contribute to the improvement of market transparency
• Support policy makers and Local Health Authorities to efficiently allocate 

resources in AT provision
• Support AT developers and Researchers to better know the market, to 

find out ideas for development
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Thank you for your kind 
attention
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