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Text can reduce the memory demands of 

spoken language

Speech can better express subtle emotions

Images can communicate moods, 

relationships and complex information 

holistically.

Multimedia





Easy to find WHOLE of recording but 

NOT a PART

Analogy 

Text book with front cover but no 

contents page, index or page numbers









synchronised images (e.g. Slides)
user created synchronised bookmarks, tags, 

notes with associated links to other resources

audio / video

synchronised text captions

multimedia start time multimedia end time
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The Alternative Guide (to UCLan)



HTML Synmarks













Speech Recognition: real time access to spoken language



SR in classrooms is VERY DIFFICULT!

• Star Trek expectations

• Special vocabulary

• Spontaneous speech not writing

• Dialogue and interaction

• Andtherearenospacesbetweenwordswhenpeop

letalksoitisunclearwherewordsbeginandend



How to Wreck a Nice Beach You Sing Calm Incense



This is a demonstration of the problem of the readability of text created by 

commercial speech recognition software used in lectures they were 

designed for the speaker to dictate grammatically complete sentences 

using punctuation by saying comma period new paragraph to provide 

phrase sentence and paragraph markers when people speak 

spontaneously they do not speak in what would be regarded as 

grammatically correct sentences as you can see you just see a 

continuous stream of text with no obvious beginnings and ends of 

sentences normal written text would break up this text by the use of 

punctuation such as commas and periods or new lines by getting the 

software to insert breaks in the text automatically by measuring the 

length of the silence between words we can improve the readability 

greatly



This is a demonstration of the problem of the readability of text created by 

commercial speech recognition software used in lectures 

they were designed for the speaker to dictate grammatically complete 

sentences using punctuation by saying comma period new paragraph to 

provide phrase sentence and paragraph markers 

when people speak spontaneously they do not speak in what would be 

regarded as grammatically correct sentences

as you can see you just see a continuous stream of text with no obvious 

beginnings and ends of sentences 

normal written text would break up this text by the use of punctuation 

such as commas and period or new lines 

by getting the software to insert breaks in the text automatically by 

measuring the length of the silence between words we can improve the 

readability greatly



Using Twitter to Take Notes for Synote





students want more recorded material made 

available using 

they found the synchronised transcripts and 

note taking facility useful and improved their 

learning, motivation, enjoyment and efficiency.

“Synote gives a very clear understanding of 

module … it was very useful for me especially 

as I am a non English native speaker”







Synote Supports learners to …

• search and replay sections 

• read synchronised text captions & slides

• tag/highlight sections (e.g. not understood)

• add synchronised notes & links

Synote Supports teachers to…

•Index, link and tag teaching recordings

•assess student presentations/performance

•respond to learner feedback



Synote Demo
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